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 CULTURE COMMUNIQUÉ 

The mission of the Office of Cultural Development is to serve the citizens of Louisiana by preserving, supporting, 
developing and promoting Louisiana culture, including archaeology, arts, French language and historic preservation. 

NOVEMBER 2013 

 November is Louisiana Main to 
Main, a time to celebrate the 
state’s 34 Main Street communi-
ties. They are part of a national 
network that is revitalizing local 
economies through preservation, 
and I encourage you to see their 
incredible work in person. Find out 
more here. 
 That reminds me that 2014 is 
fast approaching. Next year we will 
observe the 30th anniversary of the 
Main Street Program and the 20th 
anniversary of the Decentralized 
Arts Funding Program. Look for 
more information on both in the 
coming months. And mark your cal-
endars for Culture Connection, our 
office’s annual gathering of the cul-
ture minds, which will be held April 
22. 
 Please continue to stay con-
nected to us via our website and 
Facebook, and feel free to contact 
our staff for any assistance you 
might need. 
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 I am excited about the great 
things happening across Louisiana’s 
cultural sector. One project I’m 
proud to be part of is the restora-
tion of a 40-foot-long mosaic by 
renowned artist Conrad Albrizio. 
Our office saved the art from dem-
olition following Hurricane Katrina. 
This project highlights the incredi-
ble work being done in the arts and 
I look forward to seeing it complet-
ed. 
 The Year of Music is winding 
down but our efforts to support 
Louisiana’s music industry will con-
tinue. A lasting effort is the musi-
cians roster, which is an online tool 
that lists touring Louisiana musi-
cians. Visit Louisiana Soundtrack  to 
learn more about the roster. 
 In  2014 we will highlight the 
unique culture and experiences 
found only in Louisiana, so look for 
more on that soon. 
 
 

CODOFIL launches promo video for 
French in La. 
 

Lt. Governor Dardenne endorses LAA+ 
 

Creative communities corner: Minden 
 
Tulane preservation group works with 
DHP to produce conservation report 

 

Lt. Governor Dardenne christens new-
ly renovated state historic site 

 

Banksy in Bywater? NOLA’s Rice Mill 
Lofts remixes its industrial past 
 
Funding opportunities 
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http://www.crt.state.la.us/maintomain/index.aspx
http://www.crt.state.la.us/CULTURE/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Louisiana-Office-of-Cultural-Development/158464124239849
http://www.louisianasoundtrack.com


2 

 

 The Council for the Develop-
ment of French in Louisiana, also 
known as the Office of Franco-
phone Affairs, recently released a 
promotional video for French in 
Louisiana called Opportunités en 
français en Louisiane.  
 Te Academy of Interactive En-
tertainment in Lafayette conceptu-
alized, produced  and animated 

the. New Orleans francophone in-
die pop group Sweet Crude provid-
ed music and Louisiana franco-
phone actors Amélie Dunn and Co-
rey Porche voiced the video. 
 For more information on the 
video and other CODOFIL work, 
contact the office’s chargée de 
communications, Erin Stickney, at 
estickney@crt.la.gov. 

 

CODOFIL launches promo video for French in La. 

Lt. Governor Dardenne 
endorses LAA+ Schools 

Creative communities corner: Minden 
 The Louisiana Creative Commu-
nities Initiative is a partnership be-
tween the Louisiana Office of Cultur-
al Development and the National 
Consortium for Creative Placemak-
ing. _____ chose ten communities 
for the program’s pilot to receive a 
coach, who will help them create a 
community-wide creative project. If 
deemed successful, this project will 
receive a $3,000 grant. 

 Minden is a small community in 
northwest Louisiana, but its LCCI 
team has shown a mammoth passion 
for bettering the community through 
creative placemaking. To begin its 
work the team ran a community-
wide survey about communication, 
quality of life and interests. The team 
gathered the survey results and de-

termined strengths and weaknesses 
of the community, as well as commu-
nity interest in the project. 

 After information gathering the 
team chose to focus on U.S. Hwy. 80 
E for cultural enhancement and 
formed the East 80 Alliance. The 
team is working on a number of pro-
jects to enhance the area, including 
church-sponsored movie nights at 
The Farm (a workspace for profes-
sional artists), public art projects, a 
community paint party, a service 
league music festival and general 
beautification, including utility pole 
art along U.S. Hwy. 80 E. Minden and 
its LCCI team are becoming shining 
examples of the impact creative 
placemaking can have on a commu-
nity. 

 In a recently released video,  
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne en-
dorsed Louisiana A+ Schools—a re-
search-based whole school network 
with a mission to nurture creativity 
in every learner through an arts-
integrated school network. 

 LAA+ is an initiative of the 
George Rodrigue Foundation of the 
Arts which helps selected schools in 
implementing school-wide arts in-
tegration. 

 Arts integration is a national 
trend that infuses some type of art 
(visual art, music, performing, etc.) 
into every classroom and every tra-
ditional subject—math, science, 
history, etc. 

 Five to 10 schools can be add-
ed to the network every year. Click 
here to learn more about the pro-
gram. 

Minden LCCI team member Chris Broussard presents their work. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLxArpaBung
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WLxArpaBung
mailto:estickney@crt.la.gov
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tTkIexwmHLM&IP=192.168.100.161&CAT=GSTREAM&USER=crt/DEFAULT/mday&CE=0
http://www.aplusla.org/#!home/mainPage
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News from the field 

This Tulane Preservation Alumni 
Group Fall 2013 newsletter story by 
Ryan Jackson has been edited for 
Culture Communiqué and can be 
read in full here. 

Tulane MPS students in front of Madame 
John’s Legacy in mid-2012. 

This Shreveport Times story by Vick-
ie Welborn has been edited for Cul-
ture Communiqué and can be read 
in full here. 

Banksy in Bywater? 
NOLA’s Rice Mill 
Lofts remixes its 
industrial past 

Tenants in the Rice Mill Lofts are prohibited 
from altering the building’s original graffiti. 

This PreservationNation story by 
Katherine Flynn has been edited for 
Culture Communiqué and can be 
read in full here. 

Tulane preservation 
group works with HP 
staff to produce 
conservation report 

Lt. Governor 
Dardenne christens 
newly renovated 
state historic site 
 Visitors to the newly renovat-
ed Mansfield State Historic Site 
might want to have a Kleenex on 
hand during their next stop. 

 The museum was closed for 
months to allow for painting, new 
flooring and lighting. It reopened to 
the public two months ago but got 
its formal christening recently with 
a ribbon-cutting attended by Lt. 
Governor Jay Dardenne and other 
invited guests. 

 The upgrades to the historic 
site were done to make a human 
connection between 149 years ago 
and now the present. 

 A history buff himself, Dar-
denne said it was important for the 
aging museum to transition into a 
space where information about the 
community’s historic connection to 
the Civil War is saved for future 
generations. 

 Madame John’s Legacy is one 
of the oldest buildings in New Orle-
ans and one of only a handful that 
represent the French/West Indian 
building style once common in the 
nascent city. Its architectural signifi-
cance cannot be overstated, yet for 
much of its long history the house 
remained in poor condition. 
 The legendary 632 Dumaine St. 
building is now the site of an in-
tense Technical Conservation Study 
conducted by the Tulane University 
Master of Preservation Studies pro-
gram in partnership with the Louisi-
ana Division of Historic Preserva-
tion and the Louisiana State Muse-
um. The study has resulted in a 
more than 400-page report, the 
most detailed analysis of the 
revered structure ever produced. 

 If you have ever longed to 
make your home in a century-old 
industrial rice mill amid preserved 
graffiti and masonry brick walls, 
New Orleans’ Rice Mill Lofts might 
be the perfect place for you. 

 Located in the city’s historic 
Bywater district, the 1892 building 
was originally home to the largest 
rice mill in North America. Real es-
tate developer Sean Cummings 
bought the mill to develop in the 
early 1990s. In the meantime, Cum-
mings said, squatters and graffiti 
artists tagged the mill throughout. 

 The Lofts are nothing if not dis-
tinctive, but the most distinctive 
aspect is a mural boldly declaring 
“You Are Beautiful,” etched in 
white paint on the side of the build-
ing that faces the Mississippi River 
and rumored to have been painted 
by renowned street artist Banksy. 

http://architecture.tulane.edu/sites/default/files/news/2013/tpag_fall_2013_newsletter.pdf
http://www.shreveporttimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/201310022141/NEWS01/310020049&gcheck=1&nclick_check=1
http://blog.preservationnation.org/2013/10/30/banksy-bywater-nolas-rice-mill-lofts-remixes-industrial-past/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Preservationnation+%28PreservationNation%29
http://www.ricemilllofts.com/
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 New Music USA supports the 
creation and performance of 
work and community building 
throughout the country. The 
organization’s project grants 
will award more than $600,000 
to 150 projects, with awards 
ranging from $250 to $20,000. 
The first of two application peri-
ods will close Nov. 4. Click here 
to find out more information.  

 

 The Tennessee Williams Festi-
val’s Annual Fiction Contest is 
now accepting submissions. The 
Grand Prize includes $1,500, a 
public reading at a literary pan-
el at the next festival, publica-
tion in Louisiana Literature and 
a VIP All-Access festival pass for 
the next festival. The deadline 
to enter the contest is Nov. 15. 
Click here to find out more in-
formation. 

 

 The Burden Horticulture Society 
is accepting entries for the 2014 
Brush with Burden Juried Art 
Competition. The 2014 theme is 
The Nature and Culture of Loui-
siana, and paintings and 3-D 
entries are accepted. The dead-
line to enter is Nov. 30. Click 
here to learn more. 

 

 USArtists International provides 
support for American dance, 
music and theater ensembles 
and solo artists invited to per-
form at significant international 
festivals. The application dead-
line for the second of three 
grant rounds for the 2014 pro-
gram is Dec. 6. Click here to 

learn more. 

 

 ArtPlace America is accepting 
applicants for its Innovation 
Grants Program, which is de-
signed to invest in creative 
placemaking projects that reach 
for new possibilities and involve 
a variety of partners who are 
committed to increasing the 
vibrancy and diversity of their 
communities. The deadline for 
submitting a letter of inquiry is 
Dec. 13. Click here for more. 

 

 The Big Read is a National En-
dowment for the Arts program 
that supports organizations 
throughout the country in de-
veloping community-wide read-
ing programs which encourage 
reading and participation by 
diverse audiences. Eligible ap-
plicants must apply by Jan. 28, 
2014. Click here for more infor-
mation and to apply. 

 

 The Fledgling Fund provides 
grants to support outreach and 
audience engagement for social 
issue documentaries and range 
from small planning grants to 
implementation grants for pro-
jects with a clear plan and ready 
to launch. The deadline to sub-
mit an initial letter of inquiry for 
the spring cycle is Feb. 7, 2014. 
Click here to learn more. 

 

 The New England Foundation 
for the Arts is accepting pro-
posals for its Native American 
Artist Exchange Program, which 
supports an exchange of ideas 

between two Native American 
artists from different regions. 
Click here to learn more. 

 

 The National Endowment for 
the Arts Office of Research and 
Analysis is accepting applica-
tions for Research: Art Works, 
which supports research that 
investigates the value of the 
U.S. arts ecosystem and the im-
pact of the arts on other do-
mains of American life. Click 
here to learn more. 

 

 The Pollination Project invites 
applications from social entre-
preneurs for seed grants of up 
to $1,000, which will be award-
ed to individuals for projects in 
the early stages of development 
that promote compassion to-
ward all life, environmental sus-
tainability, justice, community 
health and wellness, and social 
change-oriented arts and cul-
ture. Click here to find out more 
information.  

Funding opportunities 

https://www.newmusicusa.org/grants/new-music-usa-project-grants/
http://con13.tennesseewilliams.net/fiction-contest/
http://www.burdenhorticulturesociety.com/
http://www.midatlanticarts.org/funding/pat_presentation/us_artists/guidelines.html
http://www.artplaceamerica.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/10/2014_ArtPlaceAmerica_LOIguidelines.pdf
http://www.neabigread.org/application_process.php
http://www.thefledglingfund.org/apply
http://www.nefa.org/grants_programs/grants/national_native_artist_exchange_grant
http://arts.gov/grants/apply/Research.html
http://thepollinationproject.org/applicantinformatio/funding-guidelines/
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Stay connected to the Louisiana Office of Cultural Development. Visit our website and follow us on Facebook. 
To make a comment about Culture Communiqué, contact us at culture@crt.la.gov. 

Louisiana Office of Cultural Development, 225.342.8200 
 
Administration 
Pam Breaux, Assistant Secretary…………………………………………………………………………………………….……pbreaux@crt.la.gov 
Phil Boggan, Deputy Assistant Secretary……………………………………………………………………………………..pboggan@crt.la.gov 
Matthew Day……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….mday@crt.la.gov 
Shirley Lang………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………slang@crt.la.gov 
Kristin Sanders……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..ksanders@crt.la.gov 
 
Division of Archaeology 
Dr. Charles “Chip” McGimsey, State Archaeologist and Director…………………………………..………...cmcgimsey@crt.la.gov 
Nancy Hawkins……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..nhawkins@crt.la.gov 
Billie Jones……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……..bjones@crt.la.gov 
Rachel Watson…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….rwatson@crt.la.gov 
Joel Zovar………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…...…jzovar@crt.la.gov 
 
Division of the Arts 
Cathy Hernandez, Executive Director…………………………………………………………………………….……….chernandez@crt.la.gov 
Danny Belanger……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….dbelanger@crt.la.gov 
Gaye Hamilton………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………..ghamilton@crt.la.gov 
Pearlie Johnson…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…....pjohnson@crt.la.gov 
Dana LaFonta…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….dlafonta@crt.la.gov 
Maida Owens…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….mowens@crt.la.gov 
Kelly Pepper………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..kpepper@crt.la.gov 
 
Council for the Development of French in Louisiana (CODOFIL) 
Joseph Dunn, Executive Director……………………………………………………………………………………..…………..….jdunn@crt.la.gov 
Erin Stickney……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....…....estickney@crt.la.gov 
Jean-Robert Frigault…………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………..jfrigault@crt.la.gov 
 
Division of Historic Preservation 
Nicole Hobson-Morris, Executive Director…………………………………………………………………………………..nhmorris@crt.la.gov 
Tammy Bridges………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….tbridges@crt.la.gov 
Nicole Kennelly………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….nkennelly@crt.la.gov 
Andrea McCarthy………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..amccarthy@crt.la.gov 
Jessica Richardson……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…..jrichardson@crt.la.gov 
Rhonda Robertson…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..rrobertson@crt.la.gov 
Alison Saunders…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....….asaunders@crt.la.gov 
Ray Scriber…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...rscriber@crt.la.gov 
Leon Steele…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….lsteele@crt.la.gov 
Cynthia Steward………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...csteward@crt.la.gov 
Mike Varnado…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..mvarnado@crt.la.gov 
 
Click here to view a comprehensive staff list including program areas. 

Staff contact list 

http://www.crt.state.la.us/CULTURE/
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Louisiana-Office-of-Cultural-Development/158464124239849
http://www.crt.state.la.us/culture/staff.aspx

