
  

 

 CULTURE COMMUNIQUÉ 

The mission of the Office of Cultural Development is to serve the citizens of Louisiana by preserving, supporting, 
developing and promoting Louisiana culture, including archaeology, arts, French language and historic preservation. 

MAY 2014 

 The Office of Cultural Develop-
ment just wrapped up a very suc-
cessful Culture Connection. It was a 
wonderful time to learn, make con-
nections and support the arts, his-
toric preservation, archaeology, 
French language and more. 
 I hope those of you who came 
to Culture Connection enjoyed the 
event and found the workshops 
and meetings valuable. I would like 
to congratulate the 2014 Louisiana 
Culture Award winners, who each 
received a beautiful sculpture by 
Baton Rouge-based artist Brad 
Bourgoyne. I also want to thank our 
stakeholders for the great work you 
have done and continue to do to 
advance our state’s culture sector. 
 We look forward to a number 
of important proceedings as the 
summer draws near, and I encour-
age you to stay connected with us 
through Facebook, our website and 
our staff. Have a wonderful May! 

HEADLINES A message from Assistant 
Secretary Pam Breaux 

A message from 
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne 

 I am honored to serve as the 
lieutenant governor of Louisiana, in 
large part because I enjoy pro-
moting the state’s incredible cul-
ture. 
 One of my favorite examples is 
the Music Ambassadors program 
that will continue through 2014. 
Learn more about what we are do-
ing to promote Louisiana music and 
keep our musicians working by vis-
iting our music website Louisiana-
Soundtrack.com. 
 This year my office is high-
lighting Louisiana’s culture through 
the initiative Only in Louisiana. I 
hope you will join me by using the 
hashtag #OnlyLouisiana on social 
media to promote the one-of-a-
kind experiences this great state 
has to offer.  
 I enjoyed seeing many of you 
at Culture Connection and thank 
you for your continued service to 
our state. 

High marks for La. in National 
Park Service tax credit report 
 
Lt. Governor’s Music Ambassa-
dors program to continue in 2014 
 
McKissick Museum requests en-
tries for 2015 exhibition 

 

Louisiana launches geotourism 
website with neighboring states 
 
Award-winning UL filmmaker pro-
motes Cajun culture in China 
 
Funding opportunities 
 
Staff contact list 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Louisiana-Office-of-Cultural-Development/158464124239849
http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/index
http://www.louisianasoundtrack.com/
http://www.louisianasoundtrack.com/
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F r o m  A l i s o n  S a u n d e r s ,    
t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  d i r e c t o r  

 McKissick Museum in Colum-
bia, S.C., which has one of the larg-
est collections of slave-made 
structures on any campus in the 
U.S., will commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of the end of the Civil 
War on April 9, 2015 with a major 
exhibition. The exhibition symboli-
cally re-enacts the Civil War’s end 
as a scene of reconciliation, not 
between the North and the South 
but between former slaves and 
former slave owners. 
 The museum is seeking en-
tries from artists working in what 
historically have been regarded as 
craft-based media, such as clay, 
fiber, glass, metal and wood. 
These artists will imagine and give 
visual and sculptural form to this 
scene. 
 Purchase awards totaling 
$25,000 will be given to prize-
winning artists and/or artist col-
laboratives. The deadline to sub-
mit images is Oct. 31. Artists may 
submit up to five high-resolution 
digital images of artwork for con-
sideration. Visit McKissickMuse-
um.slideroom.com to learn more 
and submit entries. 

STAFF UPDATES 

 The National Park Service has 
released its annual report con-
cerning tax credits for Fiscal Year 
2013. 
 During the fiscal year, Louisi-
ana’s historic tax credit programs 
brought in more than $367.7 mil-
lion in direct private investment. 
 Louisiana is specifically recog-
nized in the report—along with 
Virginia, Ohio and Missouri—as a 
leader in stacking state and feder-
al tax credits. 
 The separate Statistical Re-
port and Analysis contains more 
high points for the state. Louisiana 
is ranked ninth in the nation for 
the amount of dollars invested in 
Federal Historic Rehabilitation Tax 
Credit projects. The state ranks 
fourth in the nation for the num-
ber of buildings that have been 
determined historic for the pur-
poses of the Federal Historic Re-
habilitation Tax Credit Program. 
Louisiana also ranks second in the 
number of rehabilitation projects 
planned, as well as third in the 
nation for the number of rehabili-
tation projects that were complet-
ed and received Federal Historic 
Rehabilitation Tax Credits. 
 

McKissick Museum 
requests entries for 
2015 exhibition 

High marks for La. 
in National Park 
Service tax credit 
report  

 Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne has 
announced that the Music Ambas-
sador project will continue in 
2014. The inaugural year was an 
enormous success, with the pro-
gram sponsoring scores of Louisi-
ana artists who represented the 
state at 60 festivals in more than 
20 states and ten countries. 
 Artists from all musical genres 
are eligible to apply, but the 
events they attend must: 
 be outside Louisiana 
 be in at least their fourth years 
 have had attendance of 10,000 

or more in 2013.   
 Louisiana artists will receive at 
least $1,000 per performance and 
may be sponsored multiple times 
until reaching a combined $20,000 
for the calendar year. 
 The  one-page 2014 applica-
tion is available at 
www.LouisianaSoundtrack.com.   
 As Lt. Governor Dardenne said 
at the 2013 Ambassador Awards 
ceremony, “I deeply appreciate 
each and every one of these artists 
for representing Louisiana with 
energy, class and the greatest mu-
sic in the world.” 

Lt. Governor’s 
Music Ambassa-
dors program to 
continue in 2014  

F r o m  P a m  B r e a u x ,           
a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e t a r y  

F r o m  C a t h y  H e r n a n d e z ,  D i -
v i s i o n  o f  t h e  A r t s  d i r e c t o r  

https://McKissickMuseum.slideroom.com
https://McKissickMuseum.slideroom.com
http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/taxdocs/tax-incentives-2013annual.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/taxdocs/tax-incentives-2013statistical.pdf
http://www.nps.gov/tps/tax-incentives/taxdocs/tax-incentives-2013statistical.pdf
http://www.LouisianaSoundtrack.com
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NEWS CLIPS 

 Louisiana has partnered 
with Mississippi, Alabama, Flor-
ida and National Geographic to 
launch a website and mobile 
app dedicated to its unique 
tourist destinations. 
 The site features a map 
with more than 1,600 essential 
destinations for a true, authen-

tic Gulf Coast experience. 
 Spearheading Louisiana's 
commitment to the project was 
Lt. Governor Jay Dardenne, 
who said the website is "an op-
portunity to showcase to the 
world the unique places and 
experiences offered in the Gulf 
Coast states. Alabama, Florida, 

Louisiana and Mississippi share 
a coast but have diverse cul-
tures not found anywhere else 
on Earth.” 
 The website took more 
than a year to develop. 
 Click here to visit the Gulf 
Coast's new geotourism web-
site. 

Award-winning UL filmmaker promotes Cajun culture in China  

 Conni Castille, a documen-
tary filmmaker and assistant 
director of the University of 
Louisiana at Lafayette's Moving 
Image Arts program, went to 
China in early April for a week-
long tour promoting Cajun cul-
ture. 
 The trip was organized by 
American Routes, a public radio 
show hosted by Nick Spitzer, a 
professor of anthropology at 
Tulane University. Stops includ-
ed American Cultural Centers, 
U.S. consulates and clubs in 
Guangzhou, Harbin, Nanjing 
and Shanghai. 
 Castille showed and dis-
cussed two of her documen-
taries, I Always Do My Collars 
First, a film about ironing, and T
-Galop: A Louisiana Horse Story. 
 Collars uncovers family life 
and domestic rituals in Castille's 
hometown of Breaux Bridge, 

while T-Galop reveals the role 
of the horse in southwest Loui-
siana and includes an interview 
with famed jockey and Aca-
diana native Calvin Borel. The 
film was named Documentary 
Film of the Year by the Louisi-
ana Endowment of the Arts in 
2013. 
 Cajun band Jesse Lége, Joel 
Savoy and the Cajun Country 
Revival was also part of the 
tour. In addition to the films 
and musical performances, 
Spitzer conducted oral history 
workshops and gave lectures 
on French Louisiana culture. 
 The tour, which concluded 
April 12, received support from 
the U.S. State Department, the 
National Endowment for the 
Arts, New York Institute of 
Technology, Tulane University 
and Mid Atlantic Arts Founda-
tion. 

 To learn more about Cas-
tille and her films, visit    
www.connicastille.com. 

Louisiana launches geotourism website with neighboring states  

Lafayette-based filmmaker Conni Cas-

tille (Courtesy of KATC.COM) 

http://www.usgulfcoaststatesgeotourism.com/index.php
http://connicastille.com/
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 The Citizens’ Institute on Rural 
Design has issued a request for 
proposals to rural communities 
facing design challenges, such 
as Main Street revitalization, 
how to manage and direct 
growth and how to provide ade-
quate and affordable housing. 
Successful applicants will re-
ceive a $7,000 stipend, in-kind 
professional design expertise 
and technical assistance valued 
at $35,000. The submission 
deadline is May 6. Click here to 
learn more. 

 
 National Arts Strategies has an-

nounced a new nine-month fel-
lowship program for emerging 
leaders who are committed to 
using arts and culture as tools 
for community transformation. 
Applicants should be interested 
in using culture to respond to 
local needs and contribute to 
healthy neighborhoods. The 
program will be led by experts 
and world-renowned thought 
leaders in social innovation, de-
sign thinking and creative place-
making. Fellows will gain the 
tools, skills and networks to im-
plement the ideas that will 
transform their communities. 
The deadline to apply for the 
fellowship is May 7. Click here 
to learn more. 

 
 The deadline to submit applica-

tions for fiscal year 2015 grants 
through the Arts Council of New 
Orleans Online Granting System 
for arts activities in Assumption, 
Jefferson, Lafourche, Orleans, 
Plaquemines, St. Charles, St. 

James, St. John the Baptist and 
Terrebonne parishes is May 15. 
Click here to learn more. 

 
 The Gibbes Museum of Art is 

accepting applications for the 
1858 Prize for Contemporary 
Southern Art. The prize is 
awarded annually to 
acknowledge an artist whose 
work demonstrates the highest 
level of artistic achievement in 
any medium while contributing 
to a new understanding of art in 
the South. Entries for the annu-
al award and $10,000 cash prize 
will be accepted through May 
28 at www.1858prize.org. 

 
 The Mid Atlantic Arts Founda-

tion is accepting applications for 
the 2014 – 2015 French-
American Jazz Exchange, which 
is designed to foster the crea-
tive and professional develop-
ment of jazz artists from France 
and the U.S. through collabora-
tive practice. The deadline to 
apply is May 30. Click here for 
more information. 

 
 The National Endowment for 

the Arts’ Office of Research and 
Analysis is accepting applica-
tions for Research: Art Works, 
which supports research that 
investigates the value of the 
U.S. arts ecosystem and the im-
pact of the arts on other do-
mains of American life. Click 
here to learn more. 

 
 The New England Foundation 

for the Arts is accepting pro-
posals for its Native American 

Artist Exchange Program, which 
supports an exchange of ideas 
between two Native American 
artists from different regions. 
Click here to learn more. 

 
 The Pollination Project is ac-

cepting applications from social 
entrepreneurs for seed grants 
of up to $1,000, which are 
awarded to individuals for pro-
jects in the early stages of de-
velopment that promote com-
passion toward all life, environ-
mental sustainability, justice, 
community health and wellness 
and social change-oriented arts 
and culture. Click here to learn 
more.  

 
 The New Orleans Theatre Asso-

ciation is a leading presenter of 
touring Broadway productions 
and other performing presenta-
tions in Louisiana. All revenue 
generated is channeled back 
into the community in the form 
of grants and other support for 
cultural, educational and arts-
based organizations. Click here 
to learn more about applying 
for a NOTA grant. 

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

Dána La Fonta, director of artist 
services and the Percent for Art 
Program, reminds artists to stay 
current on arts opportunities 
throughout  the state and beyond 
by clicking here. 

http://rural-design.org/sites/default/files/images/press_release_no_embargo_final_2014.pdf
http://artstrategies.org/programs/creative_community_fellows/about.php
http://culturaleconomy.org/2014/resources/opportunities/funding-grants/arts-council-2015-grant-deadline-may-15-2014/
http://www.1858prize.org/
http://www.midatlanticarts.org/funding/artists_programs/FAJE/FAJE_guidelines.html
http://arts.gov/grants/apply/Research.html
http://www.nefa.org/grants_programs/grants/national_native_artist_exchange_grant
http://thepollinationproject.org/applicantinformatio/funding-guidelines/
http://neworleanstheatreassociation.com/
http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/arts/arts-opportunities/index
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Stay connected to our office via our website and Facebook. Use the hashtag #OnlyLouisiana on social media. 
To make a comment about Culture Communiqué, contact us at culture@crt.la.gov. 

Louisiana Office of Cultural Development, 225.342.8200 
 
Administration 
Pam Breaux, Assistant Secretary…………………………………………………………………………………………….……pbreaux@crt.la.gov 
Phil Boggan, Deputy Assistant Secretary……………………………………………………………………………………..pboggan@crt.la.gov 
Matthew Day……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….mday@crt.la.gov 
Shirley Lang………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………slang@crt.la.gov 
Kristin Sanders……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…..ksanders@crt.la.gov 
 
Division of Archaeology 
Dr. Charles “Chip” McGimsey, State Archaeologist and Director…………………………………..………...cmcgimsey@crt.la.gov 
Ashley Fedoroff………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….afedoroff@crt.la.gov 
Nancy Hawkins……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………..nhawkins@crt.la.gov 
Billie Jones……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...……..bjones@crt.la.gov 
Zachary Konkol……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..zkonkol@crt.la.gov 
Andy Smith…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..ansmith@crt.la.gov 
Rachel Watson…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….rwatson@crt.la.gov 
Joel Zovar………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…...…jzovar@crt.la.gov 
 
Division of the Arts 
Cathy Hernandez, Executive Director…………………………………………………………………………….……….chernandez@crt.la.gov 
Danny Belanger……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……….dbelanger@crt.la.gov 
Gaye Hamilton………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………..ghamilton@crt.la.gov 
Pearlie Johnson…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…....pjohnson@crt.la.gov 
Dána La Fonta………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….….dlafonta@crt.la.gov 
Maida Owens…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….mowens@crt.la.gov 
 
Council for the Development of French in Louisiana (CODOFIL) 
Charles Larroque, Executive Director…………………………………………………………………………..………...….clarroque@crt.la.gov 
Jean-Robert Frigault…………………………………………………………………………………………..………………………..jfrigault@crt.la.gov 
 
Division of Historic Preservation 
Nicole Hobson-Morris, Executive Director…………………………………………………………………………………..nhmorris@crt.la.gov 
Tammy Bridges………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..….tbridges@crt.la.gov 
Andrea McCarthy………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…..amccarthy@crt.la.gov 
Jessica Richardson……………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…..jrichardson@crt.la.gov 
Rhonda Robertson…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..rrobertson@crt.la.gov 
Alison Saunders…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………....….asaunders@crt.la.gov 
Ray Scriber…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...rscriber@crt.la.gov 
Leon Steele…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….lsteele@crt.la.gov 
Cynthia Steward………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...csteward@crt.la.gov 
Mike Varnado…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..mvarnado@crt.la.gov 
 
Click here to view a comprehensive staff list including program areas. 

STAFF CONTACT LIST 

http://www.crt.state.la.us/cultural-development/index
https://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Louisiana-Office-of-Cultural-Development/158464124239849
http://www.crt.state.la.us/culture/staff.aspx

